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THE 


PREFA C E. 


cis the preſent character and 
condition of human nature, that 
moſt men ſhew a readyinclination to 
20 give their advice, and communicate 
their experience for the benefit of others. Nor 
do we always ſtay for the formality of le- 
ing aſked; but whenever we imagine it 
may avail of advantage, we inſtantly open 
our fancied little treaſuries of knowledge, that 
thoſe around us may be enriched by them. 
J will not pretend to ſay, what hand va- 
nity may have in this prompt diſpoſition, or 
bow far an  overfond conceit of ones own 
underſtanding may give the incitement; but 
cwhatever of this, whether more or leſs may 
be the ſhade threwn over us, the candid 
and generous will ſmil? en the benevolence, 
and countenance the humamnty. 

An Ambition of becoming an inflirument 
in ſubſerving the Intereſts of religious virtue 
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in the minds of YOUTH, gave my pen this 
caſt. Tho" the primary occaſion, was, the 
complaint of mixtures of myſtery in moſt 
Catechiſms, be/ides inconſiſtencies. Even that 
„ Dr. Worthington's, which the great 
Locke gave the reputation of leing, 2 
*© thing of good example, — ] found not 
free from ſuch blemiſh. For tho“ I was 
willing to imitate his method, I was oblig- 
ed to depart widely from "his Syſtem. Aud 
het, I would not be ſo vain as to expert a 
majority with me, in ſuppeſing this an im- 
provement made on his plan. All 1 am 
able to ſay, is, that it ſpeaks truly the ſenſe 
T have been able to form of the chriſtian re- 
velation; and with all the conſiſtency too that 
has been attainable by me 

The aim is at giving à Scale of religious 
principles free from Superſtition, and in har- 
mony with reaſon and nature. 

If there be any ſort of merit in this 
attempt, it is at the ſervice of the public. 


C. F. 


London, 
Hoxton-Square, 


July 19th, 1755. 
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: HEREYTN does man dif- 
cover vanity and folly ? 
- A. In ſeeking happi- 
2 neſs where it is not to be 
found. 
5 


Q. 2. Wherein does he ſhew wiſdom and 
underſtanding ? 

A. In fearing God, and keeping his 
commandments ; which is the principal uſe 
of his rational powers, and the ground of. 
all his felicity. 
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Q. 3. What js C 
A. God is a Spirit, perfectly holy: in- 


finite in wiſdom and knowledge, in power, 


and in preſence: neceſſary and eternal in 
his exiſtence; and unchangeable in his 


ble ſſedneſs. 


— 


Q. 4. How may it be known that there is 


a God ? 

A. The inviſible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the things that are 
made ; even his eternal power and God- 
head. 


Q. 5. How many Geas are there ? 
A. There is none other God but one; 
even the Father, of whom are all things. 


Q. 6. What mean you by ſaying, God is a 


Spirit © | | 

A. I mean by it, that he has not a ma- 
terial body ; that he cannot be handled or 
ſeen; and that there is not any thing, in 
all nature, to which we can compare or 
liken him. | 
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Q. 7. What learn you from his being a 
Spirit? 

A. I am taught to worſhip or reverence 
him in Spirit and in truth. 


Q. 8. What meaneth his being perfe 45 
holy ? : 
$6 The abſolute perfection of his nature, 


is meant by his holineſs : or, that he is 
good, juſt, true and faithful. 


Q. 9. What learn you by his holineſs ? 

A. I learn to be holy myſelf in all man- 
ner of converſation : hating that which is 
evil, and cleaving to that which is good. 


Q. 10. You ſay that as be is holy, be is 
good; what notion have you of his goodneſs ? 

A. I conceive of it, to denote, his 
wiſely and powerfully ſuccouring, ſupply- 
ing and refreſhing all his creation. His 
being gracious and merciful, flow to an- 
ger, ready to pardon, and to pity his crea- 
tures. 


Q. 11. What does his 3 and mercy 
teach you? 


A. 
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A. To be good and merciful, compaſ- 
ſionate and pitiful to all Men; even to 
thoſe who deſpiſe or hate me, whenever 
their. contempt and hatred. is occaſioned 
by my virtue or uprightnels, 


Q. 12. You ſaid, that God is juſt as be is 
holy : what does his juſtice mean ? 

A. God is juſt, as all his ways are equal 
and right: and becauſe he is judge of all, 
he can do nothing wrong. 


Q. 13. What learn you from his being juſt, 
that may direct your behaviour before God? 
A. I learn to paſs all the time of my 
life in fear of doing any unrighteouſneſs: 
and to continue calling on the Father, who 
without reſpect of perſons judgeth every 
man according to his works. 


Q. 14. Does the righteouſneſs of God teach 
you how to. behave towards men ? 

A. Yes; I muſt do no evil to my neigh- 
bour ; neither go beyond nor defraud my 
brother in any matter. I muſt do to o- 


thers as I would they ſhould do to me: 
knowing, 
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knowing, that to do juſtice and judgment, 
is more acceptable to God than ſacrifice. 


Q. 15. You ſaid, that as God is holy, he 
is true and faithful : what meaneth his truth 
and faithfulneſs ? 

A. I underſtand by it, that he can nei- 
ther lie, nor deceive any of his creatures ; 
he cannot contradict himſelf ; but he ever 
keepeth his covenant; that is, he per- 
tormeth all his promiſes. 


Q. 16. What duty do you owe him becauſe 


of his truth and faithfulneſs. 


A. I am taught always to draw near to 
him with a true heart in full aſſurance 
of faith, and to call upon him in truth: 
for he who trieth the heart has pleaſure 
in uprightneſs; yea, the prayer of the 
upright is his delight. 


Q. 17. Does this perfection teach you any 
thing more? 

A. It teacheth me to hold faſt the 
profeſſion of my faith in him without 
wavering: ſince I know he is faithful 
who has promiſed, that he will not ſuft- 


fer me to be tempted above what I am 


able. 
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able. I ought therefore to commit the 


keeping of my life to him, as unto a 
= faithful creator. y 


Q. 18. What duty towards men does the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God teach You ? i 
; A. It teacheth, that we put away lying, 72 
and that every man ſpeak the truth with 
his neighbour: that all our converſation 
be in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity: be- 
cauſe lying lips are an abomination to 
the Lord, but they who deal truly are 
his delight. 


: Q. 19. What did you mean when you 
faid, that God is infinite in wiſdom and 
knowledge ? 

A. 1 meant by it that all beings and 
| things are ever naked and open to his 
f eye. That he knows our very thoughts afar 
off, and is acquainted with all our ways. 


Q. 20. What learn you from God's om- 
| niſcience? 

| A. I fee it will become me, becaufe 
| of his knowledge, to converſe with my 
[ own heart, and my ſpirit ſhould make a 
diligent ſearch, I ſhould keep my heast 
| above 


l 
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above all keeping: and never imagine 
that a ſecret deſire can be hid from him 
who knows all things. 


Q. 21. You likewiſe ſaid, that God is 
infinite in power, what is your ſenſe of that 
perfection? : 

A. J thus conceive of him as the bleſ- 
ſed and only potentate, whom no being 
can reſiſt : with whom there is nothing 
impoſſible, that power can wiſely do; 
and who actually does whatever pleaſeth 
him both in heaven and on earth, 


Q. 22. What do you owe to God's om- 
nipotence? 


A. I do owe ſuch reverence of him 
as ſhall clothe me with humility ; ſuch 
dread of his diſpleaſure as ſhall inſpire 
my caution not to offend him, as ſhall 


engage my ſubmiſſion to all his appoint- 


ments, and preſerve my meekneſs under 
all his Chaſtiſements. 


Q. 23. What elſe do you learn from his 
Almightineſs 2? 


A. I learn ſo to truſt in him, as not to 
be afraid what man can do unto me: 


for 


— — 
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| for if God be for me, none can, with 
|| any effect, be againſt me. 


Q. 24. You ſaid Ged is infinite in pre- 
ſence as well as in power ;, what mean you 
by that attribute ? 1K 

A. 1 think of him as the Being who 


* 
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fills all poſſible ſpace; whom the hea- | 
| ven of heavens cannot contain. : 
Q. 25. What does his omnipreſence teach ? t 
A. That there is no flying from his 
{ preſence, nor any ſuch thing as eſcaping 
. his hand; for by his ſpirit "all creatures « 
| ſupport. In every place, by ſea and land, 
we may equally confide in him. And | E: 
' as the wicked cannot conceal: from him; 18 
[ ſo he every where has his fatherly eye on fo 
1 the good. 
| Q. 26. You alſo ſaid his exiſtence was il 
neceſſary and eternal; have you ſuch idea of 70 Pei 
| him? | | an 
| A. Yes; he is, and there is none be- he 
|| ſides him : none in heaven or earth can | | 
1 compare with him: of him, from him, mL 
| a for him are "all things: there is with the 
| hirn z | ca 
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him no beginning of days or end of 
years. | 


Q. 27. Did you not add, in your con- 


ceptions of God, that his bleſſedneſs is un- 
changeable. 

A. Yes; he, the father of lights hath 
no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of change; 
from everlaſting to everlaſting he is God; 
he changeth not. He only has immor- 
tality. Br 


Q. 28. What ds you learn from this 
attribute ? 

A. To confide in him for everlaſting 
exiſtence and felicity. And to aſcribe 
to him bleſſing, and honour, and majeſty 
for ever. 


Q. 29. Since you are able to know thus 
much of God, as to attribute to him theſe 
perfeftions : Tell me, who it was that made, 
and who it is that preſerves and governs 
the world? 


A. As there is but one firſt cauſe, it 


| muſt be this one God who alone made 


the heavens with all their hoſts, the 


5 earth with all its inhabitants; and he 


B who 
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who made, does preſerve and govern 
all. 


Q. 3o. What reaſon bave * fer this 
concluſion? 
A. From the general laws which, uni- 
! verſally obtain throughout all nature a- 
round us; the beauty and harmony of 
thoſe ordinances proclaim an unity of 
deſign ; and ſhew, that all are under the 
| ſame almighty hand. 7 


Q. 31. What do you learn from bis 
= creating and preſerving the world ? 1 
A. 1 am taught, that becauſe he has 
made and does preſerve both man and |* 
beaſt, the earth being full of his good- 
neſs, the mouth of man ſhould ſpeak 


[| his praiſe, and all fleſh ſhould bleſs his 
[ holy name. 2 

f 

. 32. Is there then a divine governour . 
| of. * world, and are all creatures under | = 
j law * 6 

lj J. He who made and preſerves, is the / 
1 ſupreme Governcur ; for his throne is in 

| the heavens, and his Kingdom ruleth 0- 5 
1 ver all. | v 


| 5 Q. 
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Q. 33. What do you learn from God's 
governing the world? 

A. One thing I learn, is, that this 
earth and all other worlds ſhould re-. 
Joice; becauſe juſtice and equity are the 
habitation of his throne, and mercy and 
truth go before his face. 


Q. 34. What farther do you learn on 
1 

A. I learn with Eli to ſay, © it is the 
Lord, let him do what he pleaſeth.” 


has And with Job, „whether he gives me 
and good things or taketh them away, bleſſed 
od- <« be the name of the Lord.” And with 
ak | Jeſus Chriſt, I learn to fay, not BY 


„will, but thine be done.” 


Q. 35. Is there any other inſtruction ycut 
receive from God's governing the World ? 

A. It teacheth me to commit my ways 
to him, and to acknowledge him the 
director of my paths: and whilſt doing 
my duty, to caſt all my care upon him 
who careth for me. 


B 2 Q. 
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| Q. 36. You ſeem to have ſome uſeful no- 


tions of God's governing the world; pray 
| | how did God create or make man ? , 
1 A. He made him in his own Image. 
1 4 
ö Q. 37. What does that mean? } 
| A. It meaneth, that there is a ſpirit in I 
man, and that the inſpiration of the al- 4 
1 mighty giveth him underſtanding : that t 
God teacheth man more than he does — 
the beaſts of the earth, and maketh him © 
wiſer than the fowls of the heaven; and * 
k that he. gives him dominion over thoſe ſ 
| | works of his hands. 
1 | Q. 38. Did our firſt parents abuſe the W 
1 | powers with which God did create them? 
\ | A. Yes; they did eat of the tree, he P 
4 commanded they ſhould not eat. W 
: | It 
Q. 39. What was the ane -of 
Adam's fenning ? * 
A. Death entered thereby, and has ce 
| paſſed upon all men; foraſmuch as in 
F Adam they have all become mortal. P 


*s 
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Q. 40. Did God ſbet his pity and love 
to mankind, in providing for their Aaltue- 
rance from ſin and death? 

A. Yes he did; for he told Cain, 
Adam's firſt-born, that if he did well, 
he ſhould be accepted ; but if he did 
not well, ſin would lie at the door.— 
And the Lord had reſpect to Abel and 
to his offering. —Enoch walked with God. 
—and Noah found favour in the eyes 
of the Lord. —Nay, God promiſed to 
Adam, that the ſeed of the woman 
ſhould bruiſe the head of the ſerpent. 


Q. 41. To whom does - the Joe of the 


woman refer! 
A. It is underſtood to refer in an eſ- 
p=cial manner to Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 


we have an account in the New Teſta- 
ment. | 


. 42. What do the ſcriptures ſay, con. 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt ? 


A. The old teſtament ſcriptures do pro- 
phecy of him as one who was to be 
born of a virgin; and the new teſtament 
{criptures do aſſure us, that he was fo 
born: his mother having conceived him 
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by the power of the moſt high God. 
Of whom, he was, during his miniſtry, 
approved by miracles, wonders, and ſigns 
which God did by him. He was, ne- 
vertheleſs, crucified and ſlain by wicked 
hands; he was buried by his rich diſ- 
ciples; he roſe again the third day, and 
converſed forty days with his followers; 
then aſcended into heaven in the ſight 
of many witneſſes; is ſeated at the right 
hand of power; does now govern, and 
finally will judge the world. 


Q. 43. This Jeſus is called the Saviour, 
bow- does he fave us from ſin? 

A. He ſaveth us from ſin, as by his 
doctrine, precept, and example he con- 
vinceth us of the evil, and delivers us 
from its power preſerving us from the 
pollutions which are in the world thro? 
laſt ; for God raiſed him up and ſent him 
to bleſs us, in turning every one away 
from his iniquities. 

Q. 44. What do you farther learn from 
this love of God in thus giving bis ſon ? 

A. 1 karn, that he has ſet him forth, 
the mercy ſeat thro' faith in his blood, 
declaring his own righteouſneſs in the 

remiſſion 
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remiſſion of paſt ſins: for repentance 
and remiſſion are preached in his name 
among all nations. Or, „he is our 
+ propitiation as he has taught us to 
* propitiate for ourſelves, by! repentance 
* and new obedience.” 


Q. 45. Why is repentance and remiſſion 
preached in bis name? bas not God always 


pardoned the penitent ? 

A. Yes he has; but the doctrine is 
more expreſs and eaſy to be underſtood 
in the Goſpel; becauſe God has declar- 
ed, that Jeſus ſhall be the miniſter of 
life to the World. 


Q. 46. How is Jeſus made of God the 
miniſter of life to the world ? 
A. He is fo as he gave his life a ran- 
ſom for many; for he died, roſe, and 
revived, that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. Hence, who- 
ſoever believeth in him, tho* he dies, 
yet he ſhall live: and whoſoever liveth 
and believeth in him ſhall never die. 
Death will not hurt the chriſtian, 


Q 
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Q. 47. Who are they that ſhall receive. 


remiſſion of fins in Chriſt's name? 
A. All his ſincere diſciples : for. he is 
the author of eternal ſalvation to all them 


that obey. him. 


Q. 48. Since faith, repentance, and obe- 
dience are neceſſary to ſalvation; let me aſk 


you firſt of all, what is your notion of 


faith ? 

A. The faith of a chriſtian, is; to 
believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, or God's 
anointed: ;. which faith influenceth us to 
honour the ſon, even as we honour the 


father who hath ſent him. 


Q. 49. How coil you ſhew that you thus 
bonour him ? 

A. By regarding his inſtruftions as a 
prophet commiſſioned from heaven, who 
did not ſpeak of himſelf ; but only ſpake 
as the father gave him commandment what 
he ſhould ſay, and what he ſhould ſpeak. 


Q. 50. You now confeder' bim as a pro- 
phet; pray what. are the. regards you. pay 
bim as a prieſt? 


A. 
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A. The ſcriptures, I own, do ſpeak of 
him as an high prieſt, in alluſion to the 
Jews having had one: And in that al-- 
luſive character I would honour him, as 
a perſon who by the one offering up of 
bimſelf did purge the conſcience of men 
from dead works, that they might ſerve 
the living God. 


31. What mean you by ſaying, he 
purged the conſcience of men from dead works ? 
A. I mean by it, that he has put a 
final end to all bloody ſacrifices, which had 
been uſed as ſin-offerings and atone- 
ments; and has taught men how to of- 
fer ſpiritual ſacrifices !:—and by his ever 
living to make interceſſion for us, I look 
upon him as able to fave to the utter- 
moſt all who come unto. God by him, 


Q. 52. Does this afford you any encou- 


ragemeut iu the chriſtian life * 


A. It does: for having an high prieſt 
who is paſſed into the heavens, and ſeat- 
ed at the right hand of Gad, I can 
baldly come ta the throne of grace. to 
obtain mercy, and find ſuccour in all my 
neceſſities. 

Q. 
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Q. 33. 22 you have this figurative 
notion of Chriſt's prieſthood, do you not al- 
fo conſider him as a King? 

Al. I do; for as God the father has 
given him all power both in heaven and 
in earth, fo he deſigns he ſhall reign un- 


til he has put all enemies under his 5 
feet. Jeſus Chriſt is conſequently a prince * 
and lawgiver, able to ſave and to de- 2 
ſtroy. It is therefore my intereſt, as well BY _- 
as duty, to obſerve all things whatſo- 
ever he hath commanded. 10 
| Q. 54. What more do you learn from wk 
Chrift's being æõ King * | gan 
A. In my religious character, I learn Ber 
to own no other Lord; to ſubmit to no q 
other authority, in matters of faith and | *” 
TT. 5 2 | 1 
Q. 55. What enemies will be defroge * 
1 under Cbriſts reign ® 1 
i A. Whatever would injure the virtue, $ 7 


1 -pineſs of man ; even death itſelf will be de- : 
| | | ſtroyed, and him that had the power of it; 


| namely, 


| l diſturb the peace, or obſtruct the hap- 
| 
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namely, the perſecutor, and, all them 
chat are murderers. 


. 56; What. will this King do in - 
vour of his faithful ſubjecbs 2 | 
A. He will deliver them from the 
hand or power of the grave, and he 
will bring them into the glorious King- . 
dom of his father; having firſt chang- 
ed or transfigured their corruptible bo- 
dies, and faſhioned them into a likeneſs. 
of his own glorified body. 


Q. 57. Pray what are the notes and 
= marks of ſaving faith ? N 
Ai. They are theſe: it quencheth the 
flame of luſt, it purifies the heart, it 
works by love, it overcomes the world, 
and is made perfect by good works. 


Q. 58. After this account of faith, what 
„our notion of repentance. 

A. True repentance is ſuch a ſorrow 
bor fin as implies an hatred of all ini- 


2 quity, 
Q. 
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Q. 59. Is it not end, + that confeſ- 
fron of ſin is made to God? 
A. No; ſuch only who confeſs and 


forſake ſin ſhall find mercy. 


Q. 60. How does ſorrow for fin appear 
to be a godly ſorrow ? 

A. By its working in us that repen- 
tance which is effectual, and never to 


be repented of. 


Q. 61. Will not good purpoſes and reſo- 
Iutions f amendment Ibero, that we are tru- 
ly penitent * 

A. No; we muſt ceaſe from doing 
evil and learn to do well. We muſt 
bring forth fruits becoming repentance, 


Q. 62. Tell me now, what ſort of cbe- 
dience muſt accompany true faith and re- 
pentance * | 
A. Such obedience as has reſpect un- 
to all God's commandments; from a 
perſuaſion, that the law is holy and juſt 
and good, we muſt delight in God's 
ſtatutes, and walk chearfully in all his 
ordinances. 

Q. 


it 
| 
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x Q. 63. What motives are there which 
have a tendency to engage our obedience ? 


1 A. The end of Chriſt's miniſtrations 
is, to purify unto himfelf a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. The de- 
1 ſign of God in the Gofpel inſtitution, is, 
that we be created in Chriſt Jeſus un- 
A to good works: for ſo it is we are his 
0 workmanſhip. And moreover we know, 
that if we have our fruit unto holineſs, 
i the end will be everlaſting life. 
0 
u- Qi. 64. What are the works of the fleſh * 
and what their tendency ? 
ns A. Its works are, fornication, adul- 
aft tery, unclcanneſs, artful deceits, hatred, 
| variance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, ſedi- 
© tions, envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, | 
ze-revellings, and ſuch like. Their tendency, b 
re- Nis, ſhame, diſeaſe and death. 8 
un- Qi. 65: What are the fruits of the - 
* ſpirit ? | | | 
juſt A. Love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, i 
ds gentleneſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meeknels, | 
his ; temper ance. | ö 
Q. C Q 
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Q. 66. Will any external privileges or ad- 
vantages do us good, without this univer- 
ſal obedience, you have mentioned? 

A. No; neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumciſion; but the 
keeping the commandments of God. 
Not the hearers. of the . law, but the 
doers thereof ſhall be juſtified. It will 
ſignity nothing to call Jeſus, Lord, or 
to prophecy in his name, or to work 


miracles, if we do not the things which 
he ſais. 


Q. 67. Why muſt we obey all the com- 
mandments * | | 

A. Becauſe he who ſaid, thou ſhalt 
not kill; ſaid alſo, thou ſhalt not com- 
mit adultery. And becauſe every divine 
law conſults our real benefit and hap- 
pineſs. 


Q. 68. Does not the ſcripture ſay, that 

he who offends in one, is guilty of all!? 
A. Yes ; but that has to do with courts 
of judicature, When verdicts are given, 
and awards appointed through bribery, 
or partiality. The poor loſe their right : 
or 


E 
| 
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or the rich oppreſſor is acquitted. This 
overturns the whole ſyſtem of civil govern- 


ment; and is that reſpect of perſons forbid- 
den the chriſtian. 


Q. 69 But will God accept of nothing leſs 
than a finleſs, abſolutely perfeft obedience 

A. He does not expect ſuch obedience 
from imperfect creatures: for he knows 


or our frame, and he remembers we are 

ork BY duſt : alſo he has aflured us, that he will 

ich not deſpiſe the offering of a contrite ſpi- 
rit; and a willing mind is accepted of 
him. 

om- 

| Q. 70. 1s eternal life * gift of free 

halt grace? 

wy A. It is according to his mercy that 

vine BY he faveth us; it is according to the rich- 

12Þ- es of his grace that we have redemption : 
at the ſame time, they are bleſſed who 

* do his commandments, that they may have 

5 a right to the tree of life. 

* "by Q. 72. If our ſalvation is of free grace, 

1 5 bow comes it to paſs obedience to his com- 


mandments is neceſſary to that ſalvation ? 
A. Such obedience is needful, becauſe 
C 2 keeping 


toe — Fr. 


lineſs: and without holineſs no man ſhall 


_ eſtabliſh the law. 
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keeping God's commandments is our ho- 


ſee the Lord. For holineſs is our meet- 
neſs, it is our very capacity for happi. 
neſs. And we can have no fellowſhip 
with God, if we walk in darkneſs; for 
God is light. 1 


FLY Py * * hoe: ooo 5 


Q. 72. But does not faith ſet us free 
from any obligation to the moral la-? 
A. God forbid, that we ſhould make 
void the law through faith : for by it * 


Q. 73. To what do the ten cammand. = 4 
ments relate, which were given by God i nr 
Iſrael by the hands of Moſes * = ;, 

A. The four firſt ſhew men their 6 x 


to God and themſelyes ; the other ſil ſe 


teach men their duty to. one another. _ c: 
And they are theſe, Mt 
I. Thoy ſhalt bave no other Gods be. m 
fore me. th 
II. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any) 4. 
graven image, or any likeneſs. of am = ba 
25ing that is in heaven above, or that is = 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the th 


water under the earth. Thou ſhalt not 
bow 
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bow down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve 


= them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
1eet- BY jealous God, viſiting the iniquity, of the 
ppi- fathers upon the children, unto the third 
rſhip and fourth generation of them, that hate 
- for me; and ſhewing mercy unto thouſands 

of them that love me, and keep my 

"B commandments. 
Free III. Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
2 che Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord 
nake will not hold him guiltleſ that taketh 


it we his name in vain. 

4 IV. Remember the ſabbath- day to keep 
it holy. Six days ſhalt thou labour, and 
do all thy work: But the ſeventh day 
is the ſabbath of the Lord thy God: 
in it thou ſhalt, not do any work, thou: 
nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy mane 
ſervant, nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy 


r. cattle, nor thy ſtranger that #5. within 
chy gates. For in fix days the Lord 
s be- made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all 

chat in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 

e an) day: wherefore'the Lord bleſſed the fab- | 
am bath-day and hallowed” it. © 

hat s f V. Honour thy father and thy mo- 

the ther : that thy days may de long upon 


C 3 che 
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the land which the Lord thy God giveth 

thee. 

VI. Thou ſhalt not kill. | 
VII. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 
VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. | 
IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs 

againſt thy neighbour. _ 

X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his man ſervant, 
nor his maid ſervant, nor his ox, nor 
| his aſs, nor any W that is thy neigh- 
bour's. 


Q 74. What learn you from the firſt 
commandment * 
A. To acknowledge but one God. 


Q. 75. What do yau learn from the 
ſecond ? 

A. 1 am not to worſhip him by any 
fort of 1 image, picture, or ſenſible repre- 
ſentation. ; becauſe this would be idola- 
try: ſince he is a, pure ſpirit. 


2. 76. What do you learn by the third 
commandment WF 
A. 
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A. Always to mention the name of 
God with reverence. 


Q. 77. What learn you from the 2 
commandment * | 

A. I learn that one day in 1 5 ſhould: 
be ſeparated from common labour in,or- 
der for works of mercy, prayer, praiſe, and 
pious meditations en God, his word, and 
his works. | 


Q. 78. What does the fifth command- 
ment teach you * 

A. To honour my parents and gover- 
nours, both natural and civil. 


Q. 79. What do you. learn from the ſixth 
commandment ? 

A. To do nothing with deſign either 
to injure the health, or endanger the life 
of any of my fellow-creatures, who are 
made in the image of God. | 


Q. 80. What inſtruction have you from 
the ſeventh commandment 

A. I muſt not violate the laws of chaf- 
tity, by fornication or adultery ; for thefe 
are ſins againſt my own body, and what 
diſturb the order of ſociety. 0 
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Q. 81. What are you taught by the eighth 
commandment ? 

A. Not to wrong any one, either by 
fraud, - or by violence, 


Q. 82. What does the ninth command- 
ment teach you? 
A. Not to ſpeak evil or falſly of any 
man; but to have a ſacred regard to 
the reputation of all men. 


Q. 83. What are you taught by the tenth 
commandment ? 

A. I am taught to govern my paſ- 
ſions, ſo as not to indulge a ſingle de- 
fire in my breaſt, that would be injuri- 


ous to the property of another. 


* 84. Do you think that any of theſe 


commandments are now abrogated, and f ; 


0 On 3 

A. They will be of force whilit 
men are found in ſociety; for they are 
neceſſary to the well being of it. They 
are founded on all the relations which 
ſubſiſt between a man and his maker; 
and 
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and between man and other beings around 
him : they are a compend of the law of 
nature. 


ghth 


Q. 85. Has Jeſus, the chriſtian's law- 
giver, ſaid any thing of theſe commandments * 

A. He has faid, that love of God and 
of our neighbour is the ſpirit of them. 
That on love, hangs all the law and 
the prophets. That they have no good 
effect, but as they produce in us love of 
God, and of our neighbour. 


tenth 
* Q. 86. Which way do you ſhew your love 
paſ- of God? 

A. By keeping his commandments: for 


this is the love of God. 


Q. 87. Aud bow do you fhew your love 
of your neighbour ? 

A. By doing him Juſtice and FA 
him mercy z by rejoycing with him that 
rejoiceth, and by weeping with him that 
weepeth : or, by conſulting what way I { 
can beſt promote his virtue and happineſs. | 


Q. 88. Can a man love God, and at the 
fame time hate his brether * 


A. 


r as a ws 1 ů — 
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A. No; for he who ſeeth his. brother 
hath need, and ſhutteth up his bowels 
of compaſſion from him, has not the love 


of God dwelling in him. 


Q. 89. Hath Chriſt commanded us to love 
all chriſtians with a ſpecial love ? 


A. Yes; he hath given us this - new 
commandment, that as he loved us, 
we alſo ſhould love one another : we 
muſt even be ready to lay down our 


lives for the brethren, in a ſtate of per- 
ſecution. 


x 
Q. 90. Who are the brethren? 
A. All who acknowledge but one 


God and one Lord, in their religious 
profeſſion, 


Q. 91. Are the commandments of Jeſus 
either hard or difficult to be obſerved ? 

A. No; his commandments cannot be 
grievous, whoſe yoke is eaſy, and whoſe 
burthen is benign and friendly. 


Q. 92. Has God given us abilities to 
believe, repent, and obey his commanaments * 
| P 


185 


ur 
— 


me 
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A. Yes; otherwiſe unbelief, impeni- 
tence, and diſobedience could not , be 


anful in us. But God has furniſhed 
us with all ſuitable means to theſe pur- 
poſes of believing, repenting and obey- 
ing. 


Q. 93. 1s the buſineſs of religion a mat- 
ter of ſmall labour? 

A. It requires conſtant watchfulneſs, 
and prayer, leſt we enter into temptati- 
on: and we muſt give all diligence, if 
we would make our calling and electi- 
on ſure. 


Q. 94. Seeing we have many infirmities, 
and are expoſed to a variety of evil; may 
we not hope for divine ſuceour and afſiſ- 
tance upon praying for it ? 

A. We may ; for Jeſus has command- 
ed his diſciples to aſk, and it ſhall be 
given them : to ſeek, and they ſhall find : 
to knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
them. He has taught us to expect all 
needful things ſhall be added, if we firſt 
ſeek God's Kingdom, = the N 
r 


Q. 
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Q. 95. Tell me, what notion = have I. 
of chriſtian prayer? ; 
A. It is the offering up of our re- | 
queſts, ſupplications and thankſgivings r 
to God, in the name of Chriſt. | 4 be 

in 

Q. 96. What is it to pray. in th . | 
of Chriſt 4 4 ha 

A. It is to offer up prayers to God, co 
Te to the direction given by Chriſt, a is 
agreeable to the tenour * his ſpiritual 1 
and heavenly doctrine; with all humili- we 
ty, and in a lively perſuaſion of the di- no 
vine goodneſs and mercy: and this, with Ne 
a temper of benevolence towards all men. thc 
In this praying, we firſt ſeek ſpiritual bleſ- Al 
ſings; and we aſk for other things with 
a ſettled ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 
| | wh 
Q. 97. Are any other rules to be obſerv- dit 
ed about prayer ? 4] ſell 
A. I muſt pray both frequently and 
fervently too : daily for my daily bread. wy 
And in order to ſucceſs in prayer, I muſt oy 
keep OP from all iniquity : for if I de; 


do 
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do but regard iniquity in my _ the 
Lord will not hear me. 


. 98. What Was "the general plan of 
prayer which our Lord taught his diſciples, 


W fore they were ſhewn more fully to pray 


in his name? 

A. Our father which alt in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our dai- 
ly bread. And forgive us. our debts, as 
we forgive our Cebtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever, 
Amen. 


Q. 99. Do you ſee any reaſon of prayer, 
whe: you conſider, that God knows vour con- 
dition infinitely better than Jou know it your 
ſelf? 

A. Yes, I do ſee the reafon of prayer 
notwithſtanding tiii>z; for ic is but fir 
and reaſonable I ſhould iedirare on my 
dependance and obligation, and own ther 
before him. Beſides, the ve.y liberty of 
telling my compaints to my maker. gives 
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eaſe . to my burthened mind; and the 
cuſtom of pouring out my ſoul before 
him, preſerves and cheriſhes my reve- 
rence and love of him, together with 
my confidence and hope in his mercy. 


Q. 100. Have you any other reaſon fer 
prayer © | 

A. I have the experience of all good 
men ; and above theie, I have both the 
example and precept of my Lord; who, 
I am aſſured, did perfectly underſtand 
the will of God, the nature of moral 
obligation, and the condition of man. 


Q. 101. What other means have you of 
increaſing in knowledge, faith and holineſs * 

A. The holy Scriptures which are able 
to make me wiſe unto Salvation : for they 
are profitable for doctrine, for reproot, 
for correction and inſtruction in righteouſ- 
neſs; that the Chriſtian may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto every good 
work. 


Q. 102. Is not this a ſufficient internal 
evidence of the divine authority of theſe wri- 
tings © . 


A. 


= — — 
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U Q. 105. Vruld not a continued inſpiration 
have better ſuited the conveyance of Chriſt's in- 
ructions? 
1 A. No; for a continued inſpiration 
| would have required continued miracles in 
[4 its ſupport. But when once this record 
} had been made, by men who had the gift 
of miracles, the written Goſpels were then 
divinely ſealed; and their credibility there- 
by eſtabliſhed to the end of the world. So 
that a diligent examination of them, is the | | 
duty of mankind. | 
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Q. 106. What do you underſtand by the 
canon of the New Teſtament * N 
A. I underſtand by it, that thoſe wri- 
tings are a divine rule of life and manners 
to chriſtians. _ | F 


Q. 107. What opinion have you of the 
four Goſpels 2 
A. 1 conſider them together, or any one 
of them ſingly, as a ſacred and ſufficient 
canon or rule of my faith and practice. 3 


Q. 108. To what end then do the Epijitrs | 
ſerve? | 
A. 
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A. They ſerve to ſhew the manner in 
ien which the Apoſtles taught the Chriſtians 
in- to obſerve and apply the laws of Chriſt, ' 


and in what ſenſe they themſelves did un- 
tion BY derſtand his doctrines. 


cord Q. 109. When you meet with any difiicult 
gilt BI places in the epiſtles, bow do you remove thoſe 
1 difficulties ? | 
1ere- A. By interpreting them according to 
| the plain doctrines of Chriſt, as I find 
s the PF thoſe doctrines in the Goſpels: and by 
allowing of no ſenſe that is inconſiſtent 
with thoſe fundamentals of chriſtianity. 
y the | For the Church is edified on the founda- 
tion of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus 
; wri- I Chriſt, or his Goſpel, being the chief cor- 
nners ll ner-ſtone. 


Q. 110. What think you of the chriſtian: 
Church ? | 


A. All papiſts would be thought to be the: 
members of the only true catholic church, 
under one head, the pope. There are a- 
mong proteſtants, what are called, na- 
tional Churches ; ſuch as, the Church of 
England, and the Church of Scotland, 


of the 
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Q. 111. Do you conſider the chriſtian 
Church, as under this or that denomination ; 
under this or that civil or artificial eſtabliſh- 
ment! 

A. No; the Church of Chriſt, truly 
and properly conſiſts only of thoſe perſons 
who ſincerely conform themſelves to the 
inſtructions of his Goſpel ; a people, not 
confined to any one denomination : for the 
foundation of the chriſtian Church is not 
laid. any where, but in the writings of the 
new teſtament. And no power whatever, 
bur his own choice, can either conſtitute a 
man a chriſtian, or exclude him the Church. 


Q. 112. But are net thoſe, in ſome pro- 
per ſenſe, Churches, where ſocieties agree to 
form tbemſelves upon the rules and laws of 
. 

A. Undoubtedly they are; notwith- 
ſtanding the term, Church, in its univer- 
ſal, real and true ſenſe, comprehends all 
fincere chriſtians, and none elle. 


Q. 113. May not the pope, as well as 
any of his clergy, be, in truth, excluded the 
chriſtzan Church ? 


” 
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A. Ves; ſince none can be truly mem- 
bers of this Church, but ſincere Chriſtians, 
whoſe tempers and lives are conformable 
to the Goſpel precept and example; the 
pope and his clergy may not be chriſtians. 


Q. 114. Is it not then very ridiculous to 
ſpeak of the pope, as head of the Church; or of 
popery, as the catholic or univerſal Church ? 

A. Yes; for the chriſtian Church has 
but one head or Lord, and that is, Chriſt : 
and but one rule of faith, and that is, the 
Scriptures ; and but one infailible judge 
of this rule, and that is, every man's own 
reaſon and conſcience. 


Q. 115. Well; but as you ſaid the Goſ- 
pels are the only foundation on which the 
chriſtian Church can be built ; had providence 
caſt your lot where no more than one of theGoypels 
could be known by you, would that have been 
a ſufficient canon or rule of faith and pratiice 
to you ? 

A. I am perſuaded it would. 


Q. 116. Learned men tell us, there was 
a collection of the Goſpels in the time of St. 
Inatius, about the year of Chriſt, one hun- 

dred 
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dred and ſeven ; that they were well known 
and collefted together in the time of Trajan, 
who died in the year, one hundred and ſeven- 
teen. Their concurring teſtimony was therefore | 
thought a benefit to the Church : what think | 
you of it ? = 
A. I ſuppoſe it was; and do look upon 
their harmony, as both illuſtrating their | 
ſenſe and eſtabliſhing their credibility. q 


Q. 117. How do you diſtinguiſh the cano- 
nical, from the apocryphal Scriptures ? 

A. By the divine Spirit of them : or, 
by their conſiſtency ; by their having no- 
thing fanciful, filly, or ſuperſtitious in 
them; by the purity and ſimplicity of 

their Style; by the greatneſs of their de- 
ſign, and by the goodneſs of their ten- 
dency. 


— 57 


Q. 118. Muſt not men be great enemies 
to themſelves who will not ſtudy theſe divine 
oracles? 

A. They muſt: and eſpecially, ſince 
no other inſtructions have yet been ſhewn 
to have ſuch full evidence of divine Au- 
thority. 
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Q. 119. But how may the holy Scriptures 
be made effeftual to your edification 

A. By receiving them with an honeſt 
and good heart, with meekneſs and all 
readineſs of mind; laying aſide every pre- 
judice, and deſiring the ſincere milk of the 
word, as the new born babe does the 
breaſt, that I may be nouriſhed thereby. 


Q. 120. J it enough that you read and 
hear the word read upon all convenient times 
and ſeaſons ? 

A. No; I muſt meditate thereon day 
and night. It muſt be laid up as a 
treaſure in mine heart, and I muſt per- 
ſevere to bring forth the fruit of obedi- 


ence throughout my whole life. 


Q. 121. What do you imagine is meant 
in the parable, by the thorns which choak 
the word ? 

A. Our Lord has told me; the anxi- 
ous cares of the World, the deceitful- 
neſs of riches, and the luſt of other things, 
are what render the word unfruitful. 


» 


Q. 
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Q. 122. Among the chriſtian inſlitutions, 
are there not ſome which are uſually called, 
ſacraments ® and how many are they? 

A. There. are, but theſe are only two; 
and we call them, pn and the Lord's 


ſupper. 


NI. 3. Pray what is baptiſm? 

A. It is more generally underſtood to 
ſignify, an admiſſion into the chriſtian 
church, by applying water to the body 
of a perſon, in the name of Chriſt : tho? 
fome are of opinion, that chriſtian bap- 
tiſm ſuppoſeth, the plunging of a body in 
water thus religiouſly. 


Q. 124. Is not the cuſtomary form of bap- 
tizing, celebrated, in the name of the father, 


and of the ſon, and of the holy ghoſt © 
# > -- 


Q. 125. What can hat mean ? 

A. At firſt it was eaſily underſtood, 
as it was practiſed during the age of mira- 
cles: and did intend an admiſſion into a 
divine Kingdom, wherein God is known 


to be a father, and Jeſus proved to be 
his 
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his well-beloved ſon, by the teſtimony of 

the Spirit, or by the Holy Ghoſt given to 

the apoſtles. Since that time it can ſig- 
nify no more than being entered into the 
religion, or Kingdom of Jeſus. 


Q. 126. What might be the reaſon of ” 
Baptiſm, or the principal intention of the rite ? 

A. It ſcems to have been intended as a 
monument of the fact, of the crucified Jeſus 
being exalted to the right hand of power. 


Q. 127. How does that appear ? 

A. From our Lord's ſaying, „that all 
„ power was given him in heaven and 
in earth; and therefore his apoſtles ſhould 
go and diſciple all nations, baptizing 
them. And from Peter's ſermon, Acts, the 
ſecond chapter; where he mentions God's 
having exalted Jeſus, and then urgeth the 
Jews to repent a id be baptized, in acknow- 
ledgment of his authority. 


Q. 128. What does baptiſm farther teach? 
A. An obligation to purity; and to 
prelerve the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace : for by one Spirit it is that we 


are all baptized into one body. | 
Q. 
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Q. 129. "What is the ſacrament of the 
Euchariſt, or Lord's Supper? 

A. The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per is celebrated, by bread being broken 
and eaten, and wine poured out and drank, 
in commemoration of Chriſt's body being 
broken, and his blood poured out on the 
croſs: in whom we have redemption thro' 
his blood, the remiſſion of ſins. 


Q. 120. How may a man een worthi- 
ly of this Supper 

A. It he diſcerns the deſign of the in- 
ſtitution; z or, is inclined to expreſs his 
thankfulneſs to God ; his imitation of the 
example, his love and obedi-nce to the 
command of Chriſt, who has ſaid, do this 


till I come. 


Q. 131. What benefit may we propoſe 10 


_ ourſelves by receiving the memorial bread and 


wine © 

A. Very much advantage : for the cup 
of bleſſing which we bleſs, is the commu- 
nion of the blood of Chriſt; and the bread 
which we break, is the communion of the 
body of Chriſt : ſince in his ſufferings we 
diſcern 
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diſcern the evil of fin ; and we thus judge, 
chat if one died for all, then ought all to 
die to fin: and that he died for all, that 
they who live, ſhould not henceforth live 
ken unto themſelves ; but unto him who died 
nk, for them, and who roſe again. 


the Q. 132. I ſuppoſe then you muſt look upon 
hro It the Euchariſt as a monument of ſome falt! 

A4. Yes, of Chriſt's humiliation ; or of 
his ſufferings and death, who died, the 
© juſt by the hands of the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us to God. 


rthi- 


in- 


his Q. 133. Has this inſtitution any diſtin- 
* the (ML g1i/hing moral tendency ® © 
the A. It has; in that the due celebration ex- 


erciſes our veneration and reverence of his 
Authority, who ſet us this example of pati- 
© ence, meekneſs and fortitude : which, in 
him, rendered the offering and facrifice to 
God of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour. And 
teacheth us, a reconciliation to the ſevereſt 
and moſt painful allotments. 


this 


ſe 10 
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cup 
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Q. 134. Are there any duties owing to 
nen who labour in the word and dedtrine, and 
are diligent, faithful and able inſtruttors ? 

E A, 
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A. Though we muſt call no man Maſter 
upon earth, or Rabbi, in our religious 
profeſſion ; yet we are to know: them who 
labour among 'us in the Lord and admo- 
niſh us; to eſteem them highly in love for 
their work's ſake; to hear them with can- 
dour; and to judge of their teachings, by 
comparing them with the holy Scriptures. 


Qs 135. Under theſe great advantages, 
what think you of the condition of man as 
mortal! is this entirely changed by the Goſpel, 
or is it not © 

A, It is yet appointed for men once to 
die, and after this the judgment. 


Q. 136. What ? does no benefit accrue, in 
this reſpeti, by the mediation of Chriſt © 

A. Yes; death is now the true chriſti- 
an's, as a part of his property. It is in 
his favour, as well as lite: for he is aſſured, 
that death no more than lite can ſeparate 
him from the love of God. His Lord 
will appear the ſecond time without fin 
unto Salvation, to all who look for him. 
And then, every thing that belongs tv 
mortality ſhall be removed from the Chri- 


ſtian. 
Q. 
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Q. 137. What do the Scriptures ſay of the 
future judgment ? 

A. They inform us, that God has ap- 
pointed a day, in the which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 
N whom he has ordained ; whereof he has 
given ground of credit to all men, in that 
he raiſed him from the dead. 


2. 138. 1s there not an high ſatigfaction 
in knowing who is to be the final judge; and 
8 that there is ſo much ae in his cha- 
rafter ? 

A. Certainly dives is unſpeakable plea- 
ſure in the idea of him, as of one who can 
have compaſſion on the ignorant, and on 
the unavoidably miſtaken. As of one 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 


and who has in all points been tempted as 
we. 


18 in 


ſured, 


parade 
Lord 
ut ſin 
r him. 
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Chri- 
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Q. 139. Will there be any previous ſigns 
or tokens to pre-determine the day ? 

A. None: for of that day and hour 
knows no man, not the Angels, nor the 
Son, but the Father only. 
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Q. 140. What muſt neceſſarily, neverthe- 
leſs, precede the final judgment 

A. The reſurrection of the dead: for 
the hour is. coming when all who are in 
their graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son I 
of God, and come forth; they who have 
done good unto the reſurrection of life, 
and they who have done evil unto the re- 
ſurrection of damnation. ' 


Q. 141. bat ſhould this conſideration | 


teach us ? 


A. It ſhould teach us watchfulneſs over 


our whole behaviour, both public and pri- 
vate; ſince God will bring every work in- 
to judgment, with every ſecret thing whe: 
ther good or bad. 


Q. 142. What does the dofirine of the * 
nal * farther teach us ? 

A. To examine, try and judge our own 
ways with impartiality; that we may 
not be cenſured, judged and condemned 
with the world. Every man muſt prove 
his own work, becauſe every man mull 
bear his own burden, and give an account 
of himſelf to God. 
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Q. 143. Since the material heavens and 
the earth will be diſſolved at that day of the 
Lord; what uſe ſhould be made of ſuch conſi- 
deration ? 

A. It ſhould perſuade us, chat our hap- 
pineſs is not to be derived from any earth- 
ly enjoyment. And ſince all cheſe things 
muſt be diſſolved, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be in all holy converſation 
and godlineſs? giving all diligence, that 
we be found of him in peace, without ſpot 
and blameleſs. 


Q. 144. How is it that we may expect 
that awful ſegſon with ſerenity and compoſure 
of mind? 

A. By a confirmed fupreme love of God, 
and a generous affection to all men, we 
ſhall have the evidence that we are of the 
truth; and can then appeaſe our con- 
ſciences before God: for if our hearts con- 
demn us not, then have we confidence to- 
wards him. 


Q. 145. What do the boly Scriptures ſay 
concerning heaven, as a ſtate of happineſs ! 

A. They ſay, it will be heaven to 
us to be with Chriſt; to behold the 


glory 
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glory which God has given him; and 1 
to fit on his throne with him. It 4 
will be Heaven to us to be before the b 
throne of God, and to ſerve him day p 
and night in his temple ; where we ſhall 
hunger no more, nor thirſt any more; 
where the ſun ſhall not ſcorch, nor any 
heat annoy us: but the Lamb ſhall 
feed us, and lead us to living fountains by 
of waters: where God ſhall wipe away fo 
all tears from our eyes. th 
| W. 
Q. 146. What do they do who reaſona- A 
4 expett the heavenly Kingdom ? 2 © ſti 
A. They behave here altogether as 
Marin: and ſtrangers. They have their 
affections ſet on things above, and not pu 
on things on the earth. They have 
their converſation in heaven. Ge 
WI 


Q. 14. Do the Views and proſpelis of the 
the heavenly felicity give Spirit and vigour all 
to the chriſtian's obedience ? | laf 
A. Yes; they make him ſtedfaſt, im- the 
moveable, and always abounding in the 
work of his Lord; ſince he knows his 
labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: 
but that in due ſeaſon he ſhall reap, if 
. | | he 
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he faints not, neither is weary of well 
doing. And the weight of the glory to 
be revealed, leſſens the weight of all 
preſent afflictions. 


Q. 148. What do the ſcriptures ſay of 
the puniſhment of the Wicked ? 

A. They tell us that the wicked ſhall 
be turned into hell, and all they who 
forget God. They deſcribe the place of 
the wicked as outer-darkneſs, where is 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 
And they repreſent the puniſhment as de- 
ſtructive. | 


Q. 149. Muſt all the wicked be thus 
puniſhed ? 

A. All who know, or might know 
God, yet in works deny him ; and all 
who profeſs chriſtianity, yet obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
all ſuch will be puniſhed with an ever- 
laſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
the Lord, and the glory of his power. 


Q. 150. Has God made it neceſſary that 
any of his rational creatures ſhould finally 


periſh ? 


o p — 


A. 
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A. No: he delighteth not in the 
death of a ſinner, but rather he would 
return and live. 


Q. 151. Has God afforded means ſuf- 
ficient for the ſalvation of all men ? 

A. Yes; he has made of one blood 
all nations of men to dwell on all 'the 
face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation, - that they 
ſhould feek the Lord, and find him, 
who is not far from any' of us; for 
we live, move, and have our being in 
him. And of a truth, God is no re- 
[1 BY ſpecter of perſons ; but in every nation, 
| lf he who feareth God and worketh righ- 

wit teouſneſs is. accepted of him. 
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Q. 152. Will the e Anden be 


il) A. It will; for” God would have all 
1 men come to the knowledge of the 
17 i! 
1 truth, and be 1. 
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